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Variable Neighborhood Search (VNS) is an established metaheuristic framework for tackling
hard optimization problems. This methodology is based on systematic changes in the
neighborhood structure of a search, and It was proposed by Nenad Mladenovic and Pierre
Hansen in 1997. In the last two decades VNS has been successfully applied to many discrete
and global optimization problems.
This Call for Papers for a special issue of the Journal of Heuristics (JoH) responds to the growing
interest of the research community in the VNS methodology. This call is devoted to
submissions on theoretical, methodological or applied aspects of VNS. The objective of this
special issue is to present recent advances in the methodology and novel applications in
practical optimization problems, informatics, engineering, and related areas. Although this
special issue is linked to the 4th International Conference on Variable Neighborhood Search
(ICVNS’16), which was recently held in Málaga, Spain, October 3-5, 2016, this Call for Papers
is open to the entire community of academics and practitioners.
The deadline for papers submission is March 15th, 2017. Each paper will be peer-reviewed
according to the editorial policy of the Journal of Heuristics. We encourage the authors to
review the policy statement in the “For Authors and Editors Section” of the journal’s
homepage (http://www.springer.com/mathematics/applications/journal/10732)
before
submitting. Papers should be original, unpublished, and not currently under consideration for
publication elsewhere. They should be prepared according to the instructions to authors that
can be found in the journal homepage. Authors should upload their contributions using the
submission website https://www.editorialmanager.com/heur/default.aspx, indicating that
the paper is intended for this special issue. Notice that the editorial policy for special issues
on the Journal of Heuristics limits the maximum size of the volume to a somewhat small
number of papers. Therefore, authors should expect a highly selective process. Inquiries
should be directly sent to either of the Guest Editors in charge of this special issue: Abraham
Duarte (abraham.duarte@urjc.es) and Eduardo G. Pardo (eduardo.pardo@upm.es).

